
“FOR GOD LOVES A CHEERFUL GIVER!” 2 CORINTHIANS 9:7. THANK YOU SO MUCH!!! 

I know it's a bit of an obsession, but I'm so busy 
and immersed in ministry to the Roma that I don't 
have time to maintain relationships outside of this 
context. So, when I think of my friends, I think of 
either sponsors or volunteers or moms of our 
Roma children.
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7. OUR 
SUPPORTERS

Among 
the �reless and regular 

supporters are undoubtedly 
the Bochov firefighters, who have 
been supplying drinking water for 

our summer camp over the last 
years. Their presence at the site 

is always very appreciated 
by par�cipants of all 

ages. 
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“I wonder... what are you doing with 
the kids?” A strange-looking Hungarian man in an even stranger 

hostel asked me. This hostel where I picked up the kids was located 
between a train sta�on, a factory and a morgue. A junkie tried to punch me 

there recently, and someone also stole my new bike. I tried to answer 
the ques�on politely. “I take the kids out, to the ZOO, to the swimming pool, 
on trips, to church...” “That sounds great, I have children and grandchildren in 
Hungary and Romania.” Then the Hungarian pulled out his wallet and gave 
me a banknote. This made me feel rather uncomfortable. But don’t get me 
wrong. Extra money is always great, and if you want to support us with 

a small amount monthly, you are welcome to do so! It would be great 
help and encouragement for us.  

“I was the best!!!”
Ma�hew won his age category at the Sports A�ernoon 

and was immensely excited. He got a shiny trophy 

and a backpack. Small prizes and treats were given to all 

the children who par�cipated. We try to join events that 

others organize, such as the Sports A�ernoon called 

“Show What You Can Do!” organized by the Social 

Department of the City of Pilsen, or the Leisure Time 

Fes�val organized by Pilsen Children's Council or 

the beau�ful performances of the Paprsek dance 
group, which some members of our team 

a�ended as dancers for many 
years. 

“And we will 
buy toothbrushes and tooth-

paste for the children!” “Mommy's 
coming up with ideas again...” my children noted 

during one of our internal family mee�ngs. My middle 
daughter Ester is a den�st and suggested we do a li�le 
oral hygiene campaign for the children. It seemed logical 
to me to also hand out toothbrushes and toothpaste on 
that occasion. A lot of my ideas are spontaneous and ba-
sed on current situa�ons and needs I happen to observe. 

Most of the grant applica�ons are wri�en six to 
twelve months in advance, which is why we are so 

grateful to our spontaneous or individual 
sponsors who support us regularly. 

They make it possible for our 
spontaneous plans to 

happen! 

“I want a sleeping bag for my birthday!” This was 

Vojta’s idea. Before his birthday celebration, he told his friends that 

he wants a sleeping bag for a summer camp, but he did not really 

want it for himself. In the restaurant where he was celebrating, 

many pieces of camping equipment were collected and donated 

to our organization. Thank you so much, everyone!

“And why don't they simply go to 
the post office?” My then six-year-old 

daughter asked me when I tried to explain to her 
why some people beg on the streets for money.        
I realized I need to work more on the financial 

literacy of my own children, and I was also 
encouraged to work on this important 

area of knowledge with the Roma 
children.  

“Pavla, I would never steal from 
you!” This confession by the 14-year-old boy made 

me feel honoured. Stealing was otherwise, well, 
a part of his life. Joining us really is 

meaningful! 

Bits and pieces of life
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“I want the piggy bank! I'm going 
to save up money for Close 

Neighbour!” Tomas, one of 
the par�cipants of our summer camp, 

exclaimed when prizes were being 
handed out. He indeed knows how 

to make us smile! ☺

“We have 
a new room for our Children’s 

club!” This was definitely the biggest news of 
2019. It was great that we were able to start 

furnishing and refurbishing it right away thanks to 
individual dona�ons and we didn't have to wait a year 

to see whether or not we would get grants for it. 
We received enough dona�ons and grants to make 

the place cozy and beau�ful - thank you so 
much and come visit us and see 

for yourselves! 

“They s�ll 
have faith in us!” That's 

what I am thinking every �me I see 

the list of regular dona�ons. It's a huge 

encouragement for me. As well as, for exam-

ple, the amount of Christmas presents for 

the children we get each year so we can give 

something to all children. The gi�s and contribu-

�ons from individual donors, founda�ons and the go-

vernment are tangible proof that we are not the only 

ones who care. They are proof that our work is 

meaningful because when our children grow up, 

there will be many people in our society who 

will love them, will root for them and maybe 

even offer them jobs or rent them 

an apartment. Weare infinitely 

grateful for every single one 

of you out there! 

“I will support Close Neighbour!” 
While on a trip, the boys were telling us 

what they want to buy when they grow up, get 
a job and become rich. The things they 

men�oned included a house, a car, trips with 

their children, and suppor�ng Close Neighbour. 

We were very pleased and look forward to their 

support! Then we spent some �me calcula�ng 

how many years it would take before the kids get 
rich, and if I am re�red by then... Of course, 
we reminded them that to achieve all this, they 

need to study well at school, and get 
a qualifica�on of some sort. We ge-

nuinely hope that the boys will achieve their dreams! 

“They 
bought me a typewriter...” 

replied a beau�ful young Roma woman, 
the chairwoman of IQ Roma servis, o. s, when                           

I congratulated her on winning the �tle of the Nonprofit of 
the Year 2013 and asked her how she managed to succeed 
in life. Coming from a poor family, she was unable to prac�ce 

her typing at home while studying at the secondary school 
of economics and almost dropped out. And then 

she got a typewriter from a sponsor, she 
prac�sed and passed her 

exams.    


